Perspective 
This question asks you to judge the point of view of the creator of the source but in relation to a specific topic. So what does the author think about the topic mentioned in the question? Be specific and use evidence. You don’t have to just identify the point of view; you also must judge 
WHY the author may have held this view. 
Questions About Perspective 
(b) Identify and account for the authors’ perspectives in Sources 3 and 4 regarding ****. (6 marks) Signposts for Perspective
 1. Both sources refer to…. (linking theme) 
2. Clearly state the position of the author on the topic. 
3. Why might the author hold this view….(this is the ‘account for’ bit). 
4. Identify the beliefs and or values of the person presenting S4 and maybe say why he/she had this view at the time. Identify the author’s bias as positive in favour of…, or negative against… 
5. You could include a comment about who may have shared this view, who may have opposed it, what else it was connected to… 
Maybe this is a traditionalist view, a revisionist, a post revisionist or post 1991 view.

Usefulness - Strengths and Weaknesses 
• This question is not about the content of the source; this one is about what the historian (or student) can do with it. 
• The type of source is the key to this one.
 • You must focus on what the source is useful for…and what it is not useful for (its limits).
 • There are two general categories of usefulness: fact or opinion. So are we looking at a source that contains historically accurate factual information or one that explores perspectives / opinions?
 • The weakness can be in the way the content is presented eg the type of source. For example, cartoons by their nature are strong in that they can show opinion easily (strength); they aren’t usually relied upon for detailed historical information (weakness). 
• Perspectives are very useful as historical evidence of what groups or individuals felt at the time but are limited (weak) if they only explore one opinion. 
• Similarly, statistical data and secondary sources written by historians offer more balanced and less contestable information (depending on the data source) but often lack the power of perspectives and are often coloured by the attitude of the historian writing the piece.
 • Don’t forget to use one of the key words – limited, moderate, significant in the last sentence. 
• It is important to note the purpose for which the source was produced and what you could do with
Sentence starters for Usefulness 
1. The linking theme between S1 and S2. 
2. S1 - Useful for (strengths)….as historical evidence 
3. S1 - Limited because (weakness)…. 
4. S1 - Evaluation - “…moderately…, …significantly … or …limited in usefulness’. 
5. S2 - Useful for (strengths)….as historical evidence 
6. S2 - Limited because (weakness)…. 
7. S2 - Evaluation - …moderately…, …significantly … or …limited in usefulness’. 
8. Together the sources...or S1 is more useful than S2 or S1 & S2 are of similar usefulness

Message 
▪ It is important that you know what the market is looking for – see the marking guide. 
▪ It is unlikely that the message will be printed in the source itself, you must interpret it.
▪ Use the word ‘message’ a minimum of 3 times in answering the question. 
▪ Try using the author’s name (publisher / presenter) to keep you focused on THEIR ideas, not a story. 
▪ What does the author want you to understand? If she was whispering in your ear, what would she say? ▪ What message will be received? 
▪ NEVER EVER STATE WHAT YOU CAN SEE IN THE SOURCE or tell the story of what you see. 
▪ You are welcome to nominate a ‘main message’ and a ‘supportive message’ or ‘secondary message’. Questions About ‘Message’ Explain the message of Source 1. (3 marks) 
Signposts for Message (i) 
1. “The message of Source 1 is that…” 
2. Or “Smith’s message in S1 is that…..” 
3. Try to move past the overall general topic, make it more sophisticated. Eg Rather than saying that the source is about Stalin’s leadership, state what the author is saying about the leadership.
4. ALWAYS, ALWAYS, ALWAYS PROVIDE EVIDENCE
